Willism Ernest Bird

William Ernest Bird (July 21, 1890-October 22, 1975), sixth
child of Sally Terrell and Charles Asbury Bird was born at the
famlly home at Qualla in Jackson County, NC. He shared farm chores
with hls brothers, hoeing, plowlng, mowlng, harvesting corn and
wheat; tylng the bundles of wheat by hand behind the older boys who
swung the cradles; sawling and chopping wood; rising early to build
fires in the elght fireplaces and cook stove. He attended locsal
one or two-teacher schools at Shosl Creek and very early acquired
his life-time love of learning, esveclally of langusge and liter-
ature. Though he never had formal training, he loved music and
learned all the old songs he heard during his childhood, continuing
to sing in a strong tenor voice throughout most of his life.

In 1909 he entered R.L. Madison's Cullowhee Normal snd Indus-
trial School where he studied English, histhry, algebra, sclence,
e¢ivics, and literature, completing, in 1911 the "Normal" course -
equivalent to high school. He attended Mars Hill Junior College
for one session, returning in 1913 to Cullowhee, now a bona fide
junior college under the new administration of A.C. Reynolds. In
1915 he entered the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
earning a Bachelor's degree in 1917. He continued hls education at
George Peabody College where he recelved a Master's degree in 1920
Just before Jjolning the teaching stalf at Cullowhee as vice-president
and teacher of English. He remained there for the rest of his 1ife,
taking time away only to do further graduate study at UNC and lster
at Duke Unlilversity.

During hls fifty-five years nf assoclation with Western Caro-

lina Universlty, he served as head of the English Department, Dean



(William Ernest Bird, page 2)

of the college, Acting-President, and finsally, Presldent. He

helped Cullowhee Normal School grow from a secondary school, with

an enrollment of less than one hundred, into Western Carolina Tesche
College, and finally into Western Carolina University wlth several

thousand students. He was author of The History of Western Carclina

College; The Progress of an Idea (Universlty of NC Press, 1953),

three volumes of poetry, and numerous articles dealing with liter-

ature or language. In 1960 Western Carcllina Unlverslity awarded him
the honorary degree of Doctor of Letters for his many years of dis-
tinguished service to the University.

He was a faithful member of the Methodist Church all his 1life,
f1lling many church offices, serving as lay delegate to the Meth-
odist Annual Gnnferénﬂ&s for forty years, an avid student of the
Bible and teacher of an adult Sunday School eclass for thirty years.

He was a Rotarlan for forty-five years, served on the boards
of the NC Historical Association, the NC Poetry Council, and the
J.C. Harris Community Hospitasl. Among his many interests were a
keen respect for mountain customs, artifacts, songs, and folkways;
and a_love of gerdening, which, besides the superb vegetables he
grew and shared with nelghbors, included knowledge and ?urture of
native mountain plants. The hillside behind his home in Cullowhee
was landsceped with laurel, rhododendron, mountain holly, flame
azalea, Cullowhee 1ily, Indian pink, trillium, lady slipper and
many other specimens of mountain wildflowers.

On August 16, 1916, he married Myrtle Wells (1851-1983),
daughter of Anna Reynolds and Charlie L. Wells of Sandy Mush,
Buncombe County, NC. They had three childrens

(1) Ssarah Anne Bird (July 24, 1923- ), who married NASA :






