Clark S. Bird

Clark Bird was born December 18, 1800, in McDowell County
(formerly Burke), near 0ld Fort, second son of Reverend Jonathan
Bird (1764-1848), a circult-riding Methodist oreacher ordained by
Bishop Francis Asbury, and Angelica Banning whose father Benoni
Banning was wounded in the battle of King's Mountain during the
Revolutionary War. On December 7, 1820, he married Mary Fauline
"Polly"™ Curtis (1804-1863). Sometime between 1824 and 1837 he left
Burke County for newly formed Macon; and a land grant from the
state of North Carolina signed by Governor Z.B. Vance in 1862,
assigns to Clark Bird fifty acres in Macon County “situateq on the
waters of Tilico Creek™..."it belng part of the land lately ac-
quired by the Treaty from the Cherokee Indians and sold in obedi-
ence to an act of the General Assembly of this State.”™ The grant
states "in conslderation of the sum of six dollars" (whethef that
was the entire amount or per acre is not clear) that the plat,"to-
gether with all woods, waters, mines, minerals, Hereditaments. and
appurtenances...to Clark Bird his heirs and assigns forever..."

Clark Bird and Polly Curtis Bird were parents of sixteen
childrens (1) James Harvey Bird (1821-1843); (2) Asbury Bird
(1823-1845) who drowned; (3) John Williamson Bird (1824-1904), a
Methodist preacher, who married first Jane Elizabeth Moore of Macon
County, and second Sophia Jones of Candler, NC; (4) Mary Ann Bird
(1825-1914) who married Reverend Barnett G. Wild (1824-1893) and
.1ived in Jackson County close to Webster; (5) Joshua Curtis Bird
(1828-1892) who married Katherine Sophronia Wilde (1826-1892). This
couple settled in Macon County neer Tellico end Burningtown and many
of thelr descendants stll} live in that area as well as some in

Swaln and some in Jackson counties; (6) Elizabeth Jane "Betty" Bird







