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Charles Asbury Bird

Charles Asbury Bird (September 30, 1553-Januérg 25, 1938) was
born in Macon County, the son of John Willlamson Bird and Jane Eliza-
beth Moore Bird, grandson of Clark 3. Bird, and great-grandson of
Jonathan Bird. A descendant of Methodist preachers, his name "Asbury"
was a tribute to Bishop Francls Asbury, whom they admired greatly.
His mother dlied when he was only seven years old, and he grew up in
the home of his Moore grandparents near Franklin, NC. He came to
Webster in Jackson County after the Civ;l War and worked as a clerk

in the store of a Mr. Spake, Here he made the acqualintance of his

future wife Sarah Ermina "Sally" Terrell (August 5, 1861-July 14, 1943),

the young daughter of Captaln James W. Terrell, a Civil War veteramn,
On October 4, 1877, when she was sixteen (considered a marriageable
age) they were married and settled on a farm of more than one hundred
acres of rolling upland fields on Shoal Creek in the Qualla section
of Jackson, about half-way between Whittier and Cherokee, then known
as Yellow Hill.

Charles Asbury and Sally Terrell Bird had ten childrens

(1) Minnie Myra Bird (July 28, 1878-December 11, 1954), who
married T. Woodfin McLsughlin (1879-1955) and lived in Jackson and
Buncombe counties. They had two daughters and one son {whh died in
World War II). Both Minnle and Woodfin Mclaughlin, as well as their
son, are buried ln the Thomas Cemetery at Qualla.

(2) Nellie Eliza Bird (September 27, 1880-August 11, 1895), who

died at the age of 15 from blood poisoning after a ruptured appendix.

She 1z burled in the 01d Campground Cemetery at Qualla,
(3) John Williamson Bird (December 28, 1882-October 9, 1964),

who married first Birdie Gilmore (1890-1954)end reared two daughters
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in Fortuna, California. After Birdie's death, he married Pearl
Anderson.

(4) James Terrell Bird (May 25, 1885-August 22, 1953), who
married first,in 1909, Alice McGuire (1888-19 ). They had two
daughters and one son (died in World Ward II). Some time after they
were divorced, he married Ruth Lewls of Sylva. He 1s burled in the
Keller Cemetery in Sylva, NC.

(5) Joel Monroe Bird (September 27, 1887-October 10, 1959],-who
lost his hearing ln an asccident durilng early childhood, married Bessie
White (1888-1942) of Charlotte in 1915. Therlived in Bryson City
where he published the Bryson City Times. They had one daughter.
After Bessle's death, he married Eva Pate (1893-1961) of Goldsboro,
They moved to Sylva where he owned part interest in the Sylva Herald.
He is burled in the Thomas Cemetery at Qualla.

(6) William Ernest Bird (July 21, 1890-October 22, 1975), who
married Myrtle Wells (1891-1983) of Sandy Mush, NC, daughter of
Charlie L. Wells and Anna Reynolds Wells. They lived in Cullowhee
nearly all of their married lives, where was associated with Western
Garollna'ﬂniversity as English teacher, Dean, and President. They.
had 2 daughters and one son. Both are buried in the Thomas Cemetery
at Qualla.

(7) Mary Bird (December 7, 1892- ), twin of Charles Roy
Bird, married Lattie Blackwell (1893~ ?). They had five children.
After they were divorced, Mary served as a matron at the Methodist
Children's Home in %ggiigégﬁfﬁhc. Her children settled around
Lexington, Winston-Salem, and Greensboro. Later, she married
Nannis Crouse (1899- 7 ).

(8) Charles Roy Bird (December 7, 1892-August 31, 1968), twin

of Mary Bird, married Edna Coward (1896-1979), daughter of David






